431. CRIMINAL
We have already described the Asiatic Draft Ordinance of the Trans-
vaal Government as abominable.1    A closer examination of the Ordi-
nance and the complaints we have received about it require the use of
an even stronger  epithet  regarding  the proposed action of the Govern-
ment. It will be a crime against humanity if it is persisted in.
There are, to-day, not more than 13,000 Indians all told3 including
women and children, in the Transvaal. Women and children do not pos- '
sess any documents authorising them to enter the country because the
permit regulations do not require them. They are, however, not lawful
residents of the Transvaal, according to the definition given to permits
by the Ordinance. Will they, then, be banished from the Colony and
torn from their husbands, or parents, as the case may be ? Perhaps not.
All the same, power is given to the department concerned with the adminis-
tration of the Ordinance to subject women and children to indignities,
and even to banish them. Immemorial experience shews that arbitrary
power left in the hands of the best possible men tends to lower their human-
ity and makes them, very often in spite of themselves, do things which,
under other circumstances of greater responsibility, they would not have
done. The Christian Teacher, whose tenets the Government of the
Transvaal, we suppose, professes to follow, only uttered simple truth when
He decried temptation.
Nor is this all. The effect of the Ordinance will be to impugn the
validity of every permit and registration certificate issued before the date
of the Ordinance, that is to say, every holder of these documents will
have to appear before the Registrar of Asiatics and satisfy that" official
that he is the lawful holder. Indians in the Transvaal know what this means;
they will be subjected to all kinds of unnecessary and often insulting ques-
tions, and they will have to undergo a very strict examination before they
receive a third certificate. And what is the reason for all this ? Why,
[it is] that some few Indians, whose moral sensibilities have been blunted
by official folly and needless severity, have entered the Colony of the
Transvaal without authority.
The only apparent reason for this Ordinance is to cover hopeless in-
competence in the administration of the present laws, which, we main-
tain, are sufficient to meet all cases of fraudulent entrance. There is, in
the Peace Preservation Ordinance, a clause which enables officials appoin-
ted thereunder to inspect permits, and non-production of same renders
persons inspected liable to be arrested and ultimately deported from the
Colony. Failure to leave the Colony carries with it a very heavy penalty.
We hold that these clauses, wisely employed, would soon shew how far
I Vide "Abominable 1", p. 404.